
FOCUS OF THE ISSUE
The thematic section of this issue deals with the manifold 
and fascinating interactions between science fiction and reli-
gion. Science fiction films often deal with essential questions 
related to almost all religious traditions. In these films, we 
explore remote universes and use yet unknown technolo-
gies – the world as we know it is left behind. But although 
the technical devices in these films are impressive and the 
science advances in huge steps, the protagonists still search 
for a superior entity, for the main creator, for a god, for a 
lost paradise… The human quest for knowledge and for the 
unknown does not end, and the questions remain the same: 
What is humankind in relation to the undiscovered universe? 
Are we, in the near future, able to unravel all the mysteries 
that have always been tantalizing scientists and religious 
seekers? What ethical challenges might this progress bring? 
Will we become gods, “creating” humans by writing genetic 
codes using synthetic biology? 
The three articles in the thematic section of this issue pro-
pose different views of the interaction between science fic-
tion and religion. Joel Mayward explores the “parabolic tran-
scendence” in Shane Carruth’s PRIMER (US 2004) and UP-
STREAM COLORS (US 2013). James Lorenz offers an interpretation of Andrei Tarkovsky’s STALKER (USSR 1979), focusing 
on the genre, style, and form of the film, especially the theme of the journey as a spiritual trip surrounded by trinitarian 
and christological imagery. Bina Nir analyzes the “biblical narrative and myths” in Christopher Nolan’s INTERSTELLAR (US/
GB 2014).

OPEN SECTION
Kerry P.C. San Chirico analyzes the representation of religious minorities in Hindi popular cinema through the prism of 
dharma. In the second article René Erwich examines the “embodiment of religion” in the TV series VIKINGS (CD/IRL 2013–), 
focusing on the clashes between paganism and Christianity. Hannah Griese discusses the the use of religious terminology 
in the media coverage of the relocation of the US embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in 2018.

ISSUE EDITOR
Elie Yazbek, Ph.D., is the Director of the Institut d’études scéniques, audiovisuelles et cinématographiques (IESAV) at the 
Saint-Joseph University of Beirut (USJ), Lebanon. He published two essays, Regards sur le cinéma libanais and Montage 
et idéologie dans le cinéma américain contemporain, several co-edited volumes (e.g. Le super-héros à l’écran), articles in 
international journals and two plays (Orage d’été and Les autres enfants de Dieu). He is a documentary filmmaker (From 
Shade to Light: The Pierre Abou Khater Story, Searching for Fouad Abi Abdallah, Silwan, Lebanese War Never Happened) 
and a board member of the Fondation Liban-Cinéma.

JRFM – Journal for Religion, Film and Media www.jrfm.eu

The issue can be downloaded at http://www.jrfm.eu and http://unipub.uni-graz.at/jrfm/
or can be ordered in print from www.schueren-verlag.de

JRFM 6/1, 2020
Science Fiction 
and Religion
 

Elie Yazbek (ed.)
182 p. - ISSN 2414-0201 (print) and 2617-3697 (online)

Follow and like us on

Cover by Christian Wessely based on photos by Ali Khan (wiki-
media cc) and TheDigitalArtist (pixabay cc)


